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As disciples at St. Bonaventure, we are committed to know Christ better and make Him better known. To this end we are 
committed to…
 Keep connected to our parish community
 Nurture the development of our faith and knowledge of Christ
 Offer to share the Holy Spirit’s gifts of time, talent and treasure
 Worship through prayer, Mass and the Sacraments

2016 Women's Christian Fellowship retreat participants at St. Clare's Retreat Center in Soquel. Photo Credit: Kathy Geyerman

masses in english/en ingles

Saturday Vigil/Sábado: 5:00 pm

Sunday/Domingo 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 
11:00 am, 5:00 pm

masses in spanish/en español

Domingo: 12:45 pm

daily mass/misa diaria (chapel/capilla)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday/Lunes, 
Martes, Jueves y Viernes: 9:00 am

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday/Martes, Miercoles y 
Jueves: 6:30 am

communion service/servicios de 
comunión (chapel/capilla)
Monday & Friday/Lunes y Viernes: 6:30 am

Wednesday/Miercoles: 9:00 am

baptism/bautizos

In English: Call the office to begin the process. 
This requires two months preparation. En Español: 
Los Sábados  
10:00 am. Llame a la oficina para hacer arreglos con 
un Sacerdote ó Diácono. Este requiere dos meses de 
preparación.

marriage/matrimonio

Call the office to arrange with a Priest or  
Deacon. This requires six months preparation. 
Llame a la oficina para hacer arreglos con un 
Sacerdote ó Diácono. Este requiere seis meses de 
preparación.

reconciliation/reconciliacíon

In English: Saturdays 3:30 pm (in the church) or by 
appointment. En Español: Llame a la oficina para 
hacer arreglos con un Sacerdote. Por cita.
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ThoughTs from fr. richard 
Pensamientos De PaDre riCarDo 

CONFESSIONS: BUT ARE YOU SORRY 
THAT YOU ARE NOT SORRY?

A good Lenten spiritual practice forgotten 
by many Catholics or put on the back 
burner is the Sacrament of Penance, or 
more traditionally called “Confession.” 

Since the Second Vatican Council, the 
actual confessional moment has been 
expanded into what is called the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, with many different 
rites for celebration of communal 
reconciliation, with larger communities 
of people being gathered together to 
hear the Word of God, to examine their 
consciences together and to receive 
Confession and the absolution of sins.

I remember as a child at Queen of All 
Saints Church in downtown Concord, 
going to Confession every Saturday night 
because it was expected, with the same 
little venial sins every week. I think, that 
it felt sort of like a scare tactic, and as the 
Church changed and people began to 
think, the practice went into hibernation. 
People do come to Confession on 
Saturday afternoons between 3:30 and 
4:30pm and by appointment. Today, it 

is both a confession of sins and also kind 
of spiritual direction and counseling, and 
the suggestion of a penance that has more 
to do with spiritual practices that help 
people make healthy changes in their lives. 
And unfortunately there are still people 
who come in fear and superstition, only 
wanting the absolution of sins without 
counseling, or really wanting to look at 
their sins. 

Let’s now go back to the title of my 
article, which comes from a story in Pope 
Francis’ new book “The Name of God is 
Mercy.” The book is an interview by an 
Italian journalist, Andrea Tornielli, with 
a series of questions and answers. Let’s 
start with: how do we recognize that we 
ourselves are sinners? The Pope responds: 
“I would advise him to ask for the grace 
of feeling like one.” The Pope tells a story 
from a novel where a priest, during World 
War II, is asked to hear the confession of 
a Gestapo soldier before he is executed, 
who tells the priest that he is not sorry for 
any of his sins and that he enjoyed every 
moment of his sexual affairs. The priest 
scratched his head, stumped because he 
could not forgive if the person is not sorry. 
At last, a divine inspiration: “But are you 
sorry that you are not sorry”? The young 
man answers impulsively: “Yes, I am sorry 
that I am not sorry.” In other words, 
the Pope says that he apologizes for not 
repenting. The door was opened just a 
crack for absolution to come in.

It is true, that’s how it is, the Pope writes. 
It is a good example of the lengths to 
which God goes to enter the heart of man. 
“God waits for us to concede him only the 
smallest glimmer of space so that he can 
enact his forgiveness and his charity within 
us.” The very fact that someone goes to 
the confessional indicates an initiation of 
repentance, even if it is unconscious, the 
Pope responds.

So where are you? Have you become so 
immune to sin that you do not believe 
that you are a sinner? Do you think that 
God cannot possibly forgive you or that 
some priest would not help you to forgive 
yourself and pray the words of absolution 

PRAY DEEPLY

LIVE SINCERELY

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

over you? Do you just want to deal with 
God directly, knowing that he will forgive 
you your sins?

At St Bonaventure’s, we welcome 
everyone without judgement, knowing 
that there are no sins which God cannot 
forgive. It is not up to the priest to 
withhold mercy and forgiveness. I think 
that is certainly something that Pope 
Francis is trying to get across to us. But I 
am sure that you can find a priest who will 
still insist on being stricter than God.

I hope that many more of us will be 
merciful to God this Lenten season, 
giving God a second chance, giving 
the Church a second chance, giving a 
priest a second chance to demonstrate 

DON’T MISS OUR SPECIAL 
PRESENTATION OF THE PASSION AND 
DEATH OF OUR LORD

Easter is not about chocolate eggs, 
gatherings with family and friends, or 
a lovely dinner. It’s about the heart, 
mercy and unconditional love of God. 
Come prepare yourself for a real Easter 
Experience.

While on the cross, Jesus spoke seven 
times. His passion and death have a 
profound message our hearts need to 
hear. Come and enter into this special 
moment at the foot of the cross. 
Listen to the words Jesus spoke. Join 
his mother Mary as she watches the 
execution of her son, Jesus.

This Friday, February 19th, a prayer 
service and concert have been prepared 
for you. Our service begins at 7:30PM. 
There is a seat in the church that Jesus 
has prepared just for you – please, don’t 
leave it empty!
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Parish Life ThoughTs 
from chrisTa fairfieLd

40 CANS IN 40 DAYS TO FEED THE 
HUNGRY

We are entering the season of Lent when 
we are called to fast. But fast from what? 
We aren’t just fasting for the sake of 
doing without, but to join in solidarity 
with those who need. The Knights of 
Columbus 40 Cans for Lent program is 
a wonderful opportunity to answer the 
question of “from what” with a positive 
action. 

One of the Corporal Works of Mercy is to 
feed the hungry. Your gift of food allows 
for us, as a community, to feed our hungry 
brothers and sisters who come to our 
door. If you have participated in the past, 
thank you and please continue. If you have 
not participated in the past, please consider 
joining our effort this year and help us 
meet and exceed our goal. To reach our 
goal of 12,000 food items by Easter, we 
need increased participation.

The impact of your generosity is three-
fold. First, it helps the many families that 
come to the St. Bonaventure Food Pantry 
each week. Second, it reduces the cash 
outlay from the Parish General Fund. And 
third, there is a non-quantifiable spiritual 
effect for the people who think about the 
hungry while shopping for themselves. 
Those few minutes that you take to select 
some extra items for the hungry are like a 
prayer.  

 “A can a day” is all we ask. We have 
bins at all the entrances of the church 
with “Preferred Items” lists. Please take 
a “Preferred Items” list and keep it with 
your shopping list or on your refrigerator 
as a reminder. These items are the staples 
that families need each week.

SUPER BOWL AT ST. BONAVENTURE: 
A SUCCESS!

The Knights of Columbus Super Bowl 
Surf n’ Turf Party on Saturday, January 
30th was a huge success, with a sold-out 
crowd of 200 in the Large Hall! The Super 
Bowl theme, six live auction prizes and 
twenty raffle baskets, not to mention a 
wonderful dinner, were well-received by 
everyone.  

The Knights would like to thank everyone 
who attended and the many people 
who contributed their time and talent, 
making the event a great success.  Your 
participation at this event allows the 
Knights to continue their charitable works 
throughout the year. Look for our next 
parish get-together (St. Patrick’s Dinner) 
in the bulletin!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Liturgy & Prayer

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
February 14, 2016 
First Sunday of Lent

On Ash Wednesday Pope Francis 
commissioned “Missionaries of Mercy,” 
priest-confessors sent forth worldwide 
as “living signs of the Father’s readiness 
to welcome those in search of [God’s] 
pardon.” In a way, though, Pope 
Francis challenges all of us to become 
“missionaries of mercy” (Misericordiae 
Vultus, 18) by living Lent in this 
Jubilee Year of Mercy “more intensely 
as a privileged moment to celebrate 
and experience God’s mercy” (MV, 
17). Francis bids us make the prophet 
Micah’s words our own: “God . . . 
who does not persist in anger forever, 
but delights rather in clemency. You 
will cast into the depths of the sea all 
our sins” (Micah 7:18, 19). Having 
experienced God’s mercy ourselves in 
the unconditional forgiveness of our 
sins, how eager we should be to invite 
others to know the peace of God’s 
boundless mercy; perhaps even to 
experience, through our reaching out in 
gentle kindness and compassionate care, 
something of God’s unconditional love 
for them.

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
Papal quotes Copyright © 2015, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. 

Used with permission. 

God’s tender mercy toward each of us. 
Notice the Lenten bulletin for dates and 
times of Reconciliation. There will also 
be extra times for personal confessions 
during the Parish Mission, the week of 
February 23. There will also be a special 
commemoration of 24 Hours of the Lord, 
requested by Pope Francis before the 
Fourth Sunday of Lent, to include the 
availability for personal confessions. 

“LOVE YOUR MUSLIM NEIGHBORS” 
PANEL CONVERSATION

Interested in learning how you can sup-
port Muslims in our community against 
Islamophobia and racism? Want to be a 
part of building solid relationships with 
our Muslim neighbors? Come to this 
panel and be a part of this important inter-
faith conversation on Monday, February 
15 at 7:30 pm, in the Church. Presented in 
partnership with the Interfaith Council of 
Contra Costa County. Cosponsored with 
St. John’s Episcopal Church and Clayton 
Valley Presbyterian Church.
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Jr high and YouTh minisTrY  
(9Th Through 12Th grade)

reaDiNgS FOr tHe WeeK

Monday: LV 19:1-2, 11-18; PS 19:8-10, 15; MT 
25:31-46
TuEsday: IS 55:10-11; PS 34:4-7, 16-19; MT 
6:7-15
WEdnEsday: JON 3:1-10; PS 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-
19; LK 11:29-32
Thursday: EST C:12, 14-16, 23-25; PS 138:1-3, 
7C-8; MT 7:7-12
Friday: Ez 18:21-28; PS 130:1-8; MT 5:20-26
saTurday: DT 26:16-19; PS 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; 
MT 5:43-48
sunday: GN 15:5-12, 17-18; PS 27:1, 7-9, 13-14; 
PHIL 3:17 — 4:1 [3:20 — 4:1]; LK 9:28B-36

faiTh formaTion for aduLTs

2016 MEN‘S RETREAT: 
REGISTRATION OPEN!

Registration is now open for the 2016 
St. Bonaventure Men’s Retreat, which 
will be held March 4-6 at San Damiano 
Retreat Center in Danville. Our theme 
this year, “Merciful Like the Father,” is 
inspired by the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
Our retreat master will be Fr. Leo 
Edgerly, pastor of Corpus Christi parish 
in Oakland, CA. For more information, 
call Peter Nixon at 925-381-7853 or Matt 
Remington at 925-672-4006 Registration 
is available online at http://www.stbo-
naventure.net/parish-ministries/adult-
faith/mens-spiritual-network.

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER WEEKEND

Are you planning to marry in 
the Church in the next year? St. 
Bonaventure offers three preparation 
weekends throughout the year. Couples 
are invited to attend the next weekend 
on June 25 and 26, 2016. It is never too 
early to attend a weekend. It is usually 
recommended that couples attend at 
least 3 months before the wedding. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to discuss 
and discern your future life together. 
The cost is $125/couple. Contact 
Matthew & Stacey Remington (672-
4006) for more information or to register 
for the weekend.

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER

Let us begin the New 
Year spending time with 
God in quiet prayer. 
Give yourself the op-
portunity to sit quietly 
with God – not asking 
for anything and letting 
the worries and busy-
ness of the world go 
away. We have two op-
portunities during the week to practice 
Contemplative Prayer in the Chapel. We 
start with a short reflection, enter into 20 
minutes of silent prayer and end with the 

SteWarDSHiP OF treaSure

Weekend of February 6 & 7 Collection
Goal: $25,440

Actual: $ 27,543
over: $ 2,103

2nd Collection
Loan interest: $2,161

Food for the Family: 450
EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer)  

included in above figures

StaFF DireCtOry 
office: 925-672-5800

fr. richard mangini, pastor.. .. .. .. .. .. x 2203
richard.mangini@stbonaventure.net 
fr. david Lawrence, sj parochial vicar .. x 2221
david.lawrence@stbonaventure.net
christa L. fairfield, parish life director.. x 2205
christa.fairfield@stbonaventure.net 
William gall, deacon

bill.gall@stbonaventure.net
gustavo escruceria, deacon

gvescruceria@gmail.com

HiSPaNiC MiNiStry
mariano Preza, deacon  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. x2215
mariano.preza@stbonaventure.net

FaCiLitieS aND MaiNtaiNaNCe
frank Palmeri.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. x 2216
frank.palmeri@stbonaventure.net

Liturgy & Prayer
anthony arteaga, director of liturgy  .. x 2230
anthony.arteaga@stbonaventure.net

FaitH FOrMatiON FOr CHiLDreN
Pre-school through fifth grade Program: 
rosann halick, director .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .  x 2204 
rosann.halick@stbonaventure.net
debbie schnick, adm. asst.  .. .. .. .. .. .. x 2207
debbie.schnick@stbonaventure.net

Jr HigH aND yOutH MiNiStry  
(6tH tHrOugH 12tH graDe)
Youth ministry:
miranda ripoli, director . .. .. .. .. .. .. .  x 2229
miranda.ripoli@stbonaventure.net

FaitH FOrMatiON FOr aDuLtS
sr. anne Burgard, adult initiation dir.  x 2219
anne.burgard@stbonaventure.net
eileen Limberg , adult faith formation 
coordinator. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .  x 2217
eileen.limberg@stbonaventure.net

WHAT DID YOU DO LAST WEEKEND? 
Come and Experience Venture Crew 
444’s Open House

Tuesday, March 15, 2016 – 6:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m., St. Bonaventure Catholic 
Church - 5562 Clayton Rd, Concord – 
Room B5

“Venturing” is a coed program for 
youths age 13 who have completed the 
8th grade, or ages 14 to 21.

For more information, contact 
crew444@astound.net

OFFICE CLOSURE

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
PRESIDENTS’ DAY
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Parish Community News continued on page 6

Our Father. Join us Tuesday from 4:05-
4:30pm and/or Thursday (a change from 
Wednesday) from 7:15-7:45am. Just 
come when you can. Call Eileen (672-
5800 x2217) if you have questions.

COUPLES WHO WANT TO BE 
MARRIED IN THE CHURCH

Mark your calendar now for Saturday, 
June 18, 2016 at 2:00p.m.

For the past couple of years, we have 
offered the opportunity for couples mar-
ried civilly to participate in a Communal 
Marriage Blessing. It is a beautiful ex-
perience and we would like to continue 
this offering. 

June 18 will be a communal renewal of 
vows at a Wedding Mass, followed by a 
reception.

Many young married couples who come 
to celebrate the baptism of their children 
have not been married in the church. If 
interested, we ask you to follow up by 
speaking first to Eileen Limberg (925-
672-5800 x2217) before February 15. She 
will put you in contact with one of the 
priests or deacons. You can designate 
whichever priest or deacon whom you 
would like to get you started.

What do you need to do? What do you 
need to know? Those who come for-
ward will help decide on details and spe-
cifics of the celebration.

items:
• Participation in a saturday retreat. 
• normal application forms for being 

married in the church need to be filled 
out.

• normal witness forms need to be 
filled out.

• selection of two official witnesses is 
required.

• The Blessing of the Marriage will 
be entered into st. Bonaventure’s 
Marriage register

• The couple may invite as many 
guests as they wish

• There is no expense except a donation 
to the church, if the couple wishes

• Couples will help prepare the 
ceremony and reception.

Put your wedding celebration in the 
church on your calendar – Saturday, 
June 18, 2:00p.m.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

The Gospel today shows us that trusting 
in Jesus and doing what He tells us to do 
can make a powerful difference in our 
lives! Allow Jesus to strengthen, renew, 
and rekindle your marriage sacrament 
by attending a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend February 26-28 
or August 5-7. Early registration, 4 to 
6 weeks out, is highly recommended. 
For more information, contact Mike 
& Jeanne @ 925.672.2016 or Joe & 
Sue @ 925.680.7767 now or go to 
www.oaklandwwme.org. Weekend 
presentations are in the Pleasanton/
Dublin area.

TAI CHI FOR HEALTH 

Blessings from Tai Chi for Health! Join 
us in the powerful, playful practice of 
Tai Chi & Qi Gong. Sessions are each 
Wednesday, in the Small Hall, and 
Friday in A4, from 10am to 11am. Bring 
an open mind and bottled water. Love 
offerings $10. Contact Instructor Ben at 
925 565-4636 with questions.

Parish communiTY neWs

SAVE THE DATE: MINI PILGRIMAGE 
TO SAN JUAN BAUTISTA

On Wednesday, February 24

The cost will be $82 per person. We will 
leave St. Bonaventure at 8 AM.  The pil-
grimage includes a motor coach trip to 
Mission San Juan Bautista for a guided 
tour, and lunch in San Juan Bautista at 
the Happy Rooster, with the follow-
ing choice of entrees: (1) ground beef 
steak w/veggies and mashed potatoes, (2) 
chicken fettuccini Alfredo, (3) broiled 
salmon w/veggies, rice and Cajun cream 
sauce. Salad, French chocolate silk pie, 
soda and coffee is included. 

 After lunch we will continue our trip 
to Mission Santa Clara for a self-guided 
tour. We will be home about 5:30pm.

To sign up, please call Gerry Ferri at 
925-709-5404.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 444 ANNUAL 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST: 
Sunday, February 28, 8:00 a.m. – 
11:30 a.m., Large Hall

Cost is $5.00/person or $15.00/family

All proceeds go to St. Bonaventure 
Catholic Community.

ST. MARY’S SENIOR DINNER IN 
OAKLAND

Please help us provide cakes and coffee 
to serve with our pasta dinner for poor 
seniors. We also need small prizes for 
bingo after the meal. Items can be left 
in the Small Hall marked for St. Mary’s, 
before the 11:00 Mass on 2/21. Coffee 
or cash for coffee can be left in the office 
at any time. Questions? Call Carol and 
Jim Riley at 672-4383 or Pete and Carol 
Chrobak at 672-7158.
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ouTside Parish

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE 2016- ADDING 
EVENING CRAFTING

Each Wednesday, beginning February 
3, room A1 is open from 10am-2pm 
for any and all crafters. Bring a bag 
lunch, a friend or two, and a craft you’re 
working on (or a desire to help someone 
else!). Come for the full 4 hours or just 
stop in when you can. 

We are also starting an evening craft 
session. Does daytime crafting conflict 
with your schedule? Join us on Tuesday 
evenings, starting on February 16 from 
6-9 pm, in room A1 for a few hours of 
fun and fellowship. All are welcome. We 
look forward to seeing you.

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER 

The Knights of Columbus will be 
presenting a traditional St. Patrick’s 
Dinner of corn beef and cabbage on 
March 12, 2016 in the Large Hall. There 
will be special entertainment along with 
the flavorful dinner. The Knights will 
be selling tickets after all the Masses on 
February 13 through March 6. Please 
join us for a festive, fun evening.

PREGNANT? NEED HELP?

( 1-800-910-0191, The Gabriel Project

CLAYTON VALLEY COUNSELING 
CENTER (CVCC) AT YOUR SERVICE

For 15 years, CVCC has been serving 
the St. Bonaventure Community. The 
Counseling Center, with licensed thera-
pists, serves individuals, couples and 
families, and prepares engaged couples 
for marriage using the well-established 
Prepare Program. ( 925-210-6176.

ST. BONAVENTURE  
CANCER SUPPORT 

A community of parishioners and 
survivors of cancer are waiting and 
willing to share your experience, pray 
with you and be there to help you 
through your ordeal. We offer ourselves 
in love and prayer to be at your side in 

Parish Community News continued from page 5

VOCATION RETREAT FOR WOMEN

Have you ever thought about becoming 
a Sister? Single Catholic women, 
ages 18-40, are invited to a prayerful 
and reflective religious Vocation 
discernment Weekend retreat with 
the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent 
de Paul, March 4-6, Los Altos Hills, CA. 
For reservations and more information 
contact sister Lisa Laguna, d.C., 
650/949-8890 or 213-210-9903, or email 
srllaguna@doc1633.org ; or go to www.
Daughters-Of-Charity.com/retreats/

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT GROUP 
MEETING

There will be a Priesthood Discernment 
Group Meeting on Saturday, February 
27, from 7-9PM at St. Francis Parish, 
Pope John Paul II Room, located at 
860 Oak Grove Rd., Concord. It will 
be an evening of prayer and reflection 
for those who are thinking about 
priesthood, with an opportunity to listen 
to priests and seminarians about their 
own discernment and vocation.

Please contact our vocation director, Fr. 
Neal Clemens, at nclemens@oakdiocese.
org or call 510-267-8345 for more 
information. To reply, please contact 
Anhvu Nguyen at 925-682-5447.

THE VILLA TRIO: CHAMBER MUSIC 
CONCERT

Saturday, February 20 at 7:30pm 
Clayton Valley Presbyterian Church 
1578 Kirker Pass Rd., Clayton 
Tickets are $15 at the door

“Short Story Collection” for piano trio 
by Nancy Bachmann, a Haydn Trio 
in G Major, and the C Minor Trio by 
Mendelssohn.

RETROUVAILLE MARRIAGE HELP 

February 26-28, Jeff & Donna Heusler, 
510-276-4118, Retrouvaille.org 

Retrouvaille is 
designed to help 
troubled marriages 
regain their health. 
The Retrouvaille 
Program consists 
of a weekend 
experience 
combined with 
post-weekend sessions. The program, 
which emphasizes communication, 
provides the tools to help put marriages 
in order again. The program offers the 
opportunity for couples to rediscover 
each other and examine their lives 
together in a new and positive way. The 
program has been highly successful in 
saving hurting marriages, even bringing 
reconciliation to couples who have 
already separated or divorced. To 
register or obtain more information, visit 
Retrouvaille.org or call Jeff & Donna 
Heusler at 510-276-4118.

NEED A NEIGHBOR?

Neighbor-to-Neighbor Ministry is here to 
assist parishioners with temporary, minor 
needs. Those we serve must be adults 
(over 18 years old) and physically mobile. 
There are established community organiza-
tions in place to meet long-term and other 
needs.

We Offer:
• Assistance with transportation to the 
parish, the grocery store or doctor. *We 
can assist in finding regular rides to a 
specific Mass or parish offering 
• Assistance with an errand or a light task  
• Visiting the sick or homebound

For assistance leave a message at 672-
5800 x2238. We will pick up calls Monday-
Friday. Every effort will be made to respond 
within 24 hours of the call. Please note that 
the ministry is not designed for immediate 
or emergency needs. It can take a few 
days to locate a volunteer to meet the 
need.

many ways. Please call us; know that 
you are not alone: ( Elaine Shingleton 
at 672-1850, or Maria Padilla Fulmore 
(Que habla Español) 686-6916.Section: 
Outside of Parish



a Lenten reference guide

LenT 2016: a QuesTion of mercY

In keeping with our yearlong theme, Opening 
the Doors to Mercy, which focuses on the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, our “subtheme” for 

Lent is “A Question of Mercy.” Each week we 
will ponder different aspects of mercy in our lives, 
such as how we receive God’s mercy, how we 
show mercy to others, etc., through our weekend 
homilies, bulletin articles, and social media.

Week 1: Looking pious is 
not enough for God, is it? 
We have to translate faith 
into action. How can you 
make this a “season of active 
mercy”? What are some of 
the ways in which you can 
show the mercy of Christ to 
your friends and family this 
Lent? 

Week 2: When were you 
scared and felt all alone? 
Who helped you and showed 
God’s compassionate mercy? 

Week 3: What “fertilizer” 
do you need to add to your 
spiritual life now? What are 
you waiting for?

Week 4: What are some ways 
people have been merciful 
and forgiving toward you? 
How can you practice forgiv-
ing others?

Week 5: How can you resist 
the feelings of desiring to 
“cast the first stone” when 
you disapprove of someone’s 
behavior? How can you 
show respectful mercy?

Week 6: When have you 
felt that you betrayed the 
confidence of another, as 
Peter did when he denied 
Jesus? How do you forgive 
yourself?

ash WednesdaY 
Ash Wednesday, which this year falls on 
February 10, marks the beginning of Lent. 
The ashes we receive on our forehead in 
the shape of a cross serve as an outward 
sign of both our mortality and our 
sinfulness and need for penance. We invite 
you to join us at one of our many liturgies 
this day.

Mass w/ Distribution of Ashes ~ 6:30am
Mass w/ Distribution of Ashes ~ 9:00am 
Communion Service with Distribution of 
Ashes ~ 12:15pm 
Liturgy of the Word w/ Distribution of 
Ashes ~ 4:00pm
Bi-Lingual Mass w/ Distribution of Ashes 
~ 7:30pm

Between services, a blessing and 
distribution of ashes will be given in the 
church for those who cannot attend one of 
the above liturgies from 10:30-11:30am, 
2-3pm, & 5:30-6:30pm

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR CATECHUMENS AND 
THOSE PREPARING TO BE FULLY INITIATED 
INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THESE  
FINAL DAYS OF THEIR PREPARATION:

aduLTs
Patrick Egloria
Ryan Seto
Lorie O’Brien

ChiLdrEn
Julio Flores-Carrasco
Saul Jimenez
Bryan Medrano
Emily Romero
Martin Romero
Marco Vazques 
Roblero
Molly Wolfe
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During Lent, we are called to use 
the three elements the Gospel 
recommends for spiritual growth: 
Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. 

On Ash Wednesday of last 
year, Pope Francis gave a homily focused on a line from 
the prophet Joel: “Rend your hearts, not your garments.” 
The prophet, he said, “reminds us that conversion can’t be 
reduced to exterior forms or vague resolutions, but involves 
and transforms one’s entire existence, starting with the center 
of the person, the conscience.”

Prayer: 
Prayer is where we turn down the volume of our own voice 
and the noise of the external world and open ourselves to the 
presence of God. This Lent, increase the quality, not just the 
quantity of prayer. Enhance time with God by “unplugging” 
from the TV, smartphone, iPod, computer, and the car radio. 

If you are more comfortable with active or external prayer, 
try keeping a journal, reading the psalms aloud, or singing 
sacred music. Invite your body into prayer through walking 
meditation.

Fasting: 
It is appealing to give up those actions and items that further 
us from our physical ideal. Giving up candy, alcohol, caffeine 
may enhance our physical health, but we need to ask: is our 
sacrifice enhancing our spiritual life? We want to answer yes. 
Perhaps, fasting on temptations that separate us from God such 
as anger, blame and entitlement will bring us to yes. Or feasting 
on forgiveness, affirmation and the common good is the answer 
this Lent.

almsgiving: 
Almsgiving is a powerful way of acknowledging our blessings. 
It is tempting to identify with what we don’t have and what 
our lives are missing. It is God who gives of all life, all gifts. 
That includes gifts that enable us to earn comfort, money, and 
security. We affirm this when we connect our almsgiving to our 
gratitude. 

In the observance of Lent, we must never forget that following 
the rules and regulations is not an end to itself. As we practice 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, we must remember that our 
ultimate goal is deepening our relationship with Christ.

Three PiLLars of LenT

LenTen reguLaTions on  
fasT and aBsTinence
abstinence from meat is observed on Ash Wednesday, Good 
Friday and all the Fridays of Lent by all Catholics 14 and older.

Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all 
Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 59. Those bound 
by this rule may take only one full meal. Two smaller meals are 
permitted as necessary to maintain strength according to one’s 
needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted.

Ash Wednesday is forty-six days before Easter, but Lent is 
considered forty days long because Sundays are not counted as 
days of Lent. Fasting is considered inappropriate on Sunday, the 
day commemorating the resurrection of Jesus.

reconciliation services
as we begin our annual Lenten retreat, we 
are signed with ashes on ash Wednesday 
and hear the words “repent, and believe 
in the gospel.” This is the time with the 
entire church enters into the period 
of purification and enlightenment as 
we journey along with our elect and 
catechumens who are preparing for the 
easter sacraments.

You are invited to receive the sacrament 
of reconciliation as you continue to seek 
and prepare this Lent.

communal reconciliation service, english 
Thursday, march 10 @ 7:30 Pm

communal reconciliation service, 
spanish 
Tuesday, march 8 @ 7:30 Pm

Last opportunity for individual 
confession 
saturday, march 19 @ 3:30 Pm
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hoLY WeeK & easTer 
scheduLe

MarCh 20 ~ PaLM sunday oF ThE 
Passion oF ThE Lord
Saturday ~ 5:00pm
Sunday ~ English 
7:00am, 9:00am, 11:00am, & 5:00pm 
Spanish ~12:45pm

MarCh 24 ~ hoLy Thursday
Morning Prayer ~ 9:00am 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper ~ 7:30pm, Bilingual

MarCh 25 ~ Good Friday
Morning Prayer ~ 9:00am
Stations of the Cross ~ 11:00am ~ Garden
Ecumenical Good Friday Service ~ 12:15pm ~ 
 Church
Solemn Liturgy in English ~ 3:00pm ~ Church
Solemn Liturgy in Spanish ~ 6:30pm ~ Church
Solemn Liturgy in English ~ 7:30pm ~ Parish
 Hall

MarCh 26 ~hoLy saTurday
Morning Prayer ~ 9:00am 
Easter Vigil ~ 7:30pm ~ Bilingual

MarCh 27 ~ EasTEr sunday oF ThE 
rEsurrECTion oF ThE Lord
Masses in English 
 Church: 7:00am, 9:00am, 11:00am
 Parish Hall: 9:15am, 11:15am

Mass in Spanish
 Church: 12:45pm 

ThErE is no 5:00 PM Mass  
on EasTEr sunday

On Friday evenings 
we are providing 
a variety of Prayer 
Opportunities; some 

traditional, some with a more 
contemporary feel. We invite 
you to join us to experience 
God’s invitation in a different 
manner each week. 

**The Knights of Columbus 
will host a simple Soup dinner 
on three Fridays in Lent in the 
Large Hall. Dinner will begin at 
6:30pm and precede the Stations 
of the Cross on Feb 26, Mar 11 
& Mar 18. A Holy Spirit offer-
ing will be accepted.

 February 19 @ 7:30 PM
The Passion & death of our 
Lord
Join us as we gather to remember 
the final moments in the mortal 
life of Jesus Christ as he hung on 
the cross. We will reflect on the 
last seven phrases that Jesus ut-
tered on the cross and also turn to 
his mother Mary as we reflect on 
how she was affected by the pain-
ful experience of His crucifixion. 
Music will be provided by the 
Resurrection Choir.

 **February 26 @ 7:30 PM
Praying the stations of Mercy 
with Pope Francis
Pope Francis has called the Church 
to become more merciful. We are 
invited to imitate Christ who, in 
his way of the cross, offered mercy 
to the world. Even though we 
continued to live in selfishness and 
sin, he loved us with the tender 
heart of God. He revealed God’s 
face to us: a Father of Mercy.

 March 4 @ 7:30 PM
The scriptural Way of the Cross
Since of the 14 traditional Stations 
of the Cross, only eight have clear 
scriptural foundation, Pope John 
Paul II introduced a new form, the 
Scriptural Way of the Cross on 
Good Friday 1991. We will com-
memorate the passion and death of 
Christ biblically as our late Holy 
Father envisioned. 

 **March 11 @ 7:30 PM
stations of the Cross against 
Violence
In the Passion, Jesus laid bare the 
way that God’s children have 
used the death of the innocent to 
distance themselves from their 
own dependence on violence. 
By removing the scales from our 
eyes, Jesus has broken forever the 
power of violence in our lives. We 
will never again be able to con-
vince ourselves that we can save 
ourselves by violence without 
some lingering concern for those 
who die. Without our blindness 
to the cost to the victim, violence 
doesn’t offer the salvation it once 
did. Instead, we have no choice but 
to rely on the one thing that does 
save us, God’s mercy. 

 March 18 @ 4:00 PM
stations of the Cross for Families
A dramatic re-enactment of the 
14 stations presented by the 4th 
and 5th grade Monday Faith 
Formation classes. We will walk 
with Jesus through the last mo-
ments of his life and reflect on his 
great love for us through prayer, 
reflection and song. An Easter Egg 
Hunt for the children will follow.

**@ 7:30 PM 
stations of the Cross
Traditional Stations of the Cross 
led by a lay-presider. Join us as we 
remember the Passion & Death of 
our Lord through a simple reflec-
tion on the Stations of the Cross.

Friday 
LEnTEn 
PrayEr 
oFFErinGs
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LEnTEn Book sTudy

As Pope Francis invites us into action during this Year of 
Mercy, are you wondering how you can fit the works of 
Mercy into your busy schedule? So did Kerry Weber a 
young Mercy Associate and managing editor of America 
magazine with a full work and social schedule. 
We will be following her Lenten Journey of practicing the 
seven Corporal Works of Mercy in a meaningful way. Can 
she do it? Can we? We’re going to find out together.
This Lent we are offering two groups, an afternoon and 
evening group. You can jump back and forth as your 
schedules require. If you miss a week don’t worry, we’ll still 
be here, join us when you can.
The book:  Mercy in the City by Kerry Weber
The day:  Tuesdays (5 weeks) starting February 9 

 followed by Feb. 16, Mar. 1, Mar. 8, Mar. 15
The times: Afternoon meetings 1:30 to 3:00pm 
 Evening meetings 7:30 to 9:00 pm
The Place: Afternoons: Classroom A-1 
 Evenings: Classroom A-3
More details: Books will be available in the parish office 
for $15. You can also purchase it in digital format for your 
e-book reader.  We do ask that you sign-up for your time of 
preference, but you can always show up at the other time.  
You can sign-up at the parish office or by emailing eileen.
limberg@stbonaventure.net.

Parish Mission WiTh 
FaThEr Mark WiEsnEr
February 22 & 23 
10:00am-11:30am or  
7:00pm-8:30pm 
Church
What are the Spiritual Works of Mercy? 
What does it mean to counsel the 

doubtful? How do I bear wrongs patiently? Are there ways to forgive 
injuries outside of Confession? What place does the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation hold in my life? Fr. Mark Wiesner is the pastor of St. 
Charles Borromeo Parish in Livermore was chosen by Bishop Barber, 
and commissioned by Pope Francis in Rome on Ash Wednesday to 
be a Missionary of Mercy throughout the country. Listen as he helps 
us come to a deeper understanding of God’s mercy in our lives, and 
how we can live that mercy daily.

a LEnTEn day oF WriTinG 
as a sPiriTuaL PraCTiCE
saturday, February 27,10am to 3:00 pm
registration required $10 to cover lunch

JESUS spoke to us in parables, reveal-
ing the way through stories. We share 
the gift of storytelling, though we often 

aren’t aware of it. Through our stories we 
can see God and know Jesus. We all have 
stories to tell. But we are often not com-
fortable expressing ourselves, especially 
with pen and paper. It may be the memory 
of late nights struggling to finish the high 
school essay or being shamed by a teacher 
in the third grade. Or maybe it’s “just not 
your thing,” you’re not creative that way. 

But writing as a spiritual practice is about 
appreciating that we are created in the im-
age of God. One of the great and unique 
gifts God has given each of us is our voice. 
Yet, we often don’t feel comfortable with 
it. We don’t recognize the uniqueness of 
how God created us. 

This day of writing is an opportunity to be 
present to God through the stories we car-
ry within and to celebrate your relation-
ship with God through pen and paper.

Together, as a community, we will write. 
What comes may be a funny story, a 
prayer, a poem, or touching story of love. 
Each piece is different. The form is not 
defined. It is inspired. A prompt, which is 
some form of inspiration such as a poem 
or item(s), will be given and then the 
group will be invited to write for a set pe-
riod of time. Then within a safe and secure 
environment, we are invited to share our 
writing. This is an invitation. There is no 
pressure or expectation, it is only an invi-
tation.

We will write three times with a break for 
lunch. Due to the sharing nature of the 
group, we are limited to 20 participants. If 
you are interested, you can register at the 
parish office. If you have any questions, 
you can contact Christa Fairfield, the fa-
cilitator of the retreat. She can be reached 
at 925-844-9005 or christa.fairfield@ 
stbonaventure.net.
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Saturday, February 13
5:00 Laste Vargas
 Mary Vitale Peacock
 Frank Scerri
 Charlie Bugeja

SuNday, February 14
7:30 Juana Cuenco
 Carl & Gerry Ferri
 Mike Geraghty
 Gerry Steeb
9:00 William H. Leigh
 Florence & Joseph Novicky
 Rodrick & Katherine Chisholm
 Maria Diaz
11:00 Minetti
 Jonathan Johnson
 James Johnson
 Allyson Molina
5:00 St. Bonaventure Community

MONday, February 15
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Penny & Ed Fernandes
 Angel Serpanchy
 Tony Sammut
 Nolito Pascual

tueSday, February 16
6:30 St. Bonaventure Office  
  Volunteers
9:00 Tony & Maria Sammut
 Juana Cuenco
 Angela Anderson

WedNeSday, February 17
6:30 Joel V. Cuenco
 Lita Diaz
9:00 Communion Service

thurSday, February 18
6:30 Victims of violence
9:00 Juan Aburquez

Friday, February 19
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Cancer patients and  
  their caregivers

Saturday, February 20
5:00 Ben & Ramon Marquez
 Souls in Purgatory
 Justina Lusiana
 Eliseo Yanga

sanctuary light is lit for
ALFONSO FAMILY 
February 13 - 19, 2016

 PEOPLE SUFFERING  
FROM DEPRESSION
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horario de oficina:
diácono Mariano Preza

Teléfono ( (925) 844-9015
Cerrado para almuerzo de 12:30-1:30p.m.

Lunes a Jueves: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Viernes: 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

QUINTO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO 
PRIMER DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 
LUCAS 4, 1-13

Hoy Lucas en su Evangelio quiere dejar 
bien claro y fundamentado que: “El Señor 
no está dividido en muchas deidades 
locales o privadas”, “El Señor en único”, 
“El Señor, el Dios de Israel”. Él es nuestro 
alimento verdadero, sólo a él adorarás y 
servirás, y no tentarlo o ponerlo a prueba.

Por eso Moisés en sus últimos discursos de 
despedida insiste que se debía de producir 
un cambio en el culto, que no fuera un 
culto privado en el que cada persona 
adoraba a su señor o su Dios Baal en el 
que él creía; “sino que debería de ser una 
sola oración común” de forma que todo 
Israel adorara al único Dios con la palabra 
común revelada en el Deuteronomio.

En el libro del Deuteronomio, 
habitualmente al verdadero Dios se le 
llama “El Señor, el Dios de Israel”, nuestro 
Dios que expresa la relación de Alianza 
entre el Señor e Israel: El Señor será el 
Dios de Israel e Israel será el pueblo del 
Señor. “El Señor”. Este nombre expresa la 
presencia y el poder de Dios, por los cuales 
es elegido Israel y en los cuales se funda la 
Alianza.

Moisés reafirma en el libro del 
Deuteronomio: 26: 1-11 el Poder de Dios 
para salvarnos y sacarnos de la esclavitud 
“Le habla al pueblo de las primicias”: 
Israel ha de traer las primicias de los frutos 
de la tierra prometida al Señor. Cada uno 
personalmente se pone en presencia del 
Señor y dice: “mi” padre era un arameo 
errante, pero ahora “traigo” las primicias 
de esta tierra que el Señor “me” ha dado. 
Por el contrario, la esclavitud en Egipto 
y la liberación de ella son experiencias 
comunes de Israel: Los egipcios “nos” 
maltrataron, “clamamos” al Señor…, y el 
Señor nos sacó de Egipto… y nos condujo 
a este lugar.

En el Evangelio de Lucas hoy, que Jesús 
vence la tentación de satanás en el desierto, 
utilizando el libro del Deuteronomio 
para responder a satanás y así vencer la 
tentación terrenal. En la primera tentación, 
Jesús es internado por el Espíritu al 
desierto para discernir su plan de salvación, 
y durante el prudencial tiempo que 

permanece en meditación le dio hambre.

La astucia del diablo es grande, el 
diablo sabía lo que estaba escrito en los 
documentos del Antiguo Testamento, 
todas las proposiciones que le hace a Jesús 
en las tres tentaciones para hacerlo que 
rechace el plan de salvación son capítulos 
de la Palabra de Dios, el diablo es muy 
astuto. Le dice: Si eres el Hijo de Dios dile 
a esta piedra que se convierta en pan. Pero 
Jesús también tiene mucha sabiduría y 
conocía las escrituras, por eso él responde 
usando el libro del Deuteronomio 
capítulo8, 3 “Te hizo pasar hambre y te 
dio de comer maná, que ni tu ni tus padres 
habían conocido, para mostrarte que no 
sólo de pan vive el hombre”.

En la segunda tentación, que el diablo le 
pide que se arrodille y lo adore a él, Jesús le 
responde usando el capítulo 6, 13 del libro 
del Deuteronomio: “Temerás a Yahvé, tu 
Dios; a él servirás e invocarás su nombre 
si debes hacer algún juramento”. También 
la respuesta de esta segunda tentación se 
encuentra en el salmo 95: 7-8. “Adoren al 
Señor, todos los pueblos, reconozcan su 
gloria y su poder, den al Señor la gloria 
de su nombre. Traigan ofrendas y entren 
en su templo, póstrense ante él con santos 
ornamentos”.

En la tercera tentación, el diablo continúa 
usando la escritura para convencer a Jesús 
que no trabaje para salvar a un pueblo que 
camina en tinieblas. El diablo propone a 
Jesús que por ser Hijo de Dios los ángeles 
tienen órdenes de cuidarlo y que no le 
pasaría nada nunca y es más, le dice que 
esto está escrito, porque el diablo conoce 
bien las escrituras. Pero Jesús con sabiduría 
responde que nada ni nadie detendrá el 
plan de salvación ni el Reino de Dios. El 
responde lo que dice la escritura del libro 
del Deuteronomio 6, 16 “No pondrás a 
prueba a Yahvé, tu Dios, como lo hiciste 
en Masá”. Y el diablo se retira de él, 
hasta que llegara la hora. Dios les ayude. 
Diácono Mariano Preza

FORMACIóN DE LíDERES, MINISTROS 
Y PARROQUIANOS

Se invita a los ministros, a los líderes y a 
la comunidad en general a la formación 
teológica impartida por el diácono 
Mariano Preza. Muchas personas de 
la comunidad han aprovechado esta 
formación antes, pero cada clase es una 
nueva experiencia al conocimiento, el 
programa está abierto a toda la comunidad 
y es gratis. Esta formación ayudará a 
conocer mejor y a ampliar nuestra visión 
de Dios. En este Año de la Misericordia, 
regalémonos la oportunidad de aprender, 
reconocer y vivir el amor de Dios. 

Las clases son los lunes y empiezan el 
lunes, 25 de enero, 2016.
Cuando:  Lunes
hora:  7:00-9:00 PM
Lugar: salón de clases B-1

¡Todos son bienvenidos! 

LOS TRES PILARES DE LA CUARESMA

Durante la Cuaresma, estamos llamados a 
utilizar los tres elementos que el Evangelio 
recomienda para el crecimiento espiritual 
que son: la oración, el ayuno y la limosna. 
El Miércoles de Ceniza del año pasado, 
el Papa Francisco pronunció una homilía 
centrada en una línea del Profeta Joel: 
“Rasgad vuestros corazones, no vuestros 
vestidos.” El Profeta, dijo el Papa, “nos 
recuerda que la conversión no puede 
reducirse a formas externas o resoluciones 
vagas, sino que implica y transforma la 
existencia entera, a partir del centro de la 
persona, la conciencia.” 
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BauTizos 2016
Lugar de BauTizo: igLesia • Lugar cLases: B-1
encargado: gregorio menchaca, 826-5102

****Para información soBre cLases, favor conTacTar La oficina****

fecha de BauTizo hora de BauTizo fecha de cLase hora de cLase

sat 02/27 10:00 a.m. fri 02/19 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 03/12 12:00 p.m. fri 03/04 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 03/19  2:00 p.m. fri 03/11 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 04/02 12:00 p.m. fri 04/01 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 04/09 12:00 p.m. fri 04/08 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 05/14 12:00 p.m. fri 05/06 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 05/28 10:00 a.m. fri.05/20 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 06/11 10:00 a.m. fri 06/03 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 06/18 12:00 p.m. fri 06/10 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 06/25 10:00 a.m. fri 06/17 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 07/09 12:00 p.m. fri 07/08 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 07/16 12:00 p.m. fri 07/15 chapel 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 07/30 10:00 a.m. fri 07/29 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 08/13 10:00 a.m. fri 08/05 7-9:30 p.m.

oración: La oración es cuando bajamos 
el volumen de nuestra propia voz y del 
ruido del mundo externo y nos abrimos 
a la presencia de Dios. En esta Cuaresma, 
aumentemos la calidad, no sólo la cantidad 
de oración. Mejorar el tiempo con Dios 
“desconectarnos” de la TV, teléfonos, 
iPod, computadoras y la radio del coche. 
Si usted está más cómodo con la oración 
activa o externa, trate de mantener un 
diario, leer los salmos en voz alta o cantar 
la música sagrada. Invite a su cuerpo a la 
oración a través de una meditación activa, 
meditar caminando.

ayuno y abstinencia: Es dejar las 
acciones y objetos que es atractivo a 
nuestro ideal físico. Renunciar a los 
dulces, el alcohol, la cafeína puede mejorar 
nuestra salud física, pero tenemos que 
preguntarnos: ¿nuestro sacrificio mejora 
nuestra vida espiritual? Queremos 
responder sí. Tal vez, ayuno son evitar 
aquellas tentaciones que nos separan de 
Dios tales como el enojo, la culpa. Festejar 
el perdón, la afirmación y el bien común es 
la respuesta esta Cuaresma.

Limosna: La limosna es una manera 
poderosa de reconocer nuestras 
bendiciones. Resulta tentador identificar 
lo que no tenemos y lo que en nuestras 
vidas no está disponible. Es Dios quien 
da de todo en la vida, todos los dones. 
Esto incluye los dones que nos permiten 
ganar comodidad, dinero y seguridad. 
Afirmamos esto cuando conectamos 
nuestra limosna a nuestro agradecimiento.

CUARESMA 2016: UNA CUESTIóN DE 
MISERICORDIA 

Manteniendo nuestro tema del Año Jubilar 
de la Misericordia, abriendo las puertas 
a la Misericordia, nuestro “subtema” 
para esta Cuaresma es “una cuestión 
de Misericordia.” Cada semana vamos a 
reflexionar sobre diferentes aspectos de la 
misericordia en nuestras vidas, tales como: 
¿Cómo recibimos la misericordia de Dios? 
¿Cómo mostramos misericordia a otros?, 
etc., a través de nuestras homilías de fin de 
semana, artículos del boletín y medios de 
comunicación social. 

semana 1: ¿No es el aspecto piadoso 
suficiente para Dios, lo es? Tenemos 

que traducir la fe en acción. ¿Cómo 
puedo tener una “temporada activa de 
misericordia “? ¿Cómo puedo mostrar 
la misericordia de Cristo a los amigos y 
familiares en esta Cuaresma? 

semana 2: ¿Cuando tuvo miedo y se 
sintió solo? ¿Quién le ayudó y le mostró la 
misericordia compasiva de Dios? 

semana 3: ¿Qué “fertilizante” necesita 
añadir a su vida espiritual ahora? ¿Qué está 
esperando? 

semana 4: ¿De qué manera algunas 
personas han sido misericordiosas y lo han 
perdonado? ¿Cómo puede usted practicar 
el perdón a otros? 

semana 5: ¿Cómo puede usted resistirse 
a los sentimientos de desear “que tire la 
primera piedra” cuando usted desaprueba 
la conducta de una persona? ¿Cómo puede 
mostrar misericordia respetuosa? 

semana 6: ¿Cuándo ha sentido que 
traicionó la confianza de los otros, como 
Pedro cuando negó a Jesús? ¿Cómo puede 
perdonarse a usted mismo?

FRASES DEL PAPA FRANCISCO

A parejas en el día de San Valentín el Papa 
francisco dijo: “El verdadero amor no 
se impone con dureza y agresividad. La 
cortesía es la hermana de la caridad, que 
apaga el odio y mantiene el amor y hoy, 
en nuestras familias, en nuestro mundo, a 
menudo violento y arrogante, hace falta 
mucha cortesía. Los esposos y novios 
pueden rezar así: Señor, danos hoy nuestro 
amor de todos los días… enséñanos a 
querernos.”


