
masses in english/en ingles

Saturday Vigil/Sábado: 5:00 pm 
Sunday/Domingo 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 5:00 pm

misa en español/in spanish

Domingo: 12:45 pm

daily mass/misa diaria (chapel/capilla)
Monday/Lunes thru Friday/Viernes : 6:30 am & 9:00 am

baptism/bautizos
In English: Call the office to begin the process. This 
requires two months preparation
En Español: Llame a la oficina para solicitar infor-
mación y concertar una cita con el Sacerdote. Este 
proceso requiere mínimo dos meses de preparación.

marriage/matrimonio

Call the office to arrange with a Priest or Deacon. This 
requires six months preparation. 
Llame a la oficina para solicitar información y concer-
tar una cita con el Sacerdote. Este proceso requiere 
mínimo seis meses de preparación.

reconciliation/reconciliacíon

In English: Saturdays 3:30 pm (in the church) or by 
appointment. 
Llame a la oficina para hacer una cita con el Sacer-
dote. 

Mission

As disciples at St. Bonaventure, we are 
committed to know Christ better and 
make Him better known. To this end we 
are committed to…

Keep connected to our parish 
community,

Nurture the development of our faith 
and knowledge of Christ,

Offer to share the Holy Spirit’s gifts of 
time, talent and treasure,

Worship through prayer, Mass and the 
Sacraments.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Cuarto Domingo de Cuaresma March 11, 2018

5562 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521 • phone (925) 672-5800 • fax (925) 672-4606 • www.stbonaventure.net

YOUTH RETREAT AT ALLIANCE REDWOODS Photo Credit: Fr. Mathew Vellankal

St. Bonaventure Catholic Community 
Comunidad Católica de San Buenaventura
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THOUGHTS FROM FR. MATHEW VELLANKAL

PARISH LIFE THOUGHTS

COME AND JOIN US IN CELEBRATING 
FR. MAT’S 60TH BIRTHDAY:

Saturday, May 12, 2018, 6:15 p.m.,Large Hall 
Social time with champagne and appetizers

Catered buffet dinner, consisting of tri-tip, 
chicken, rice, green beans, spring mix salad, 
red and white wine at the tables, and of 
course birthday cake and hot beverage. 
Cost: $35.00/per person.  Tables of 10 may 
be purchased, (individuals choosing to sit 
together at a table will be required to reg-
ister at the same time to ensure requested 
seating accommodations). 

Reservations can be made online starting 
Monday, March 12, purchased with your 
credit card through the Faith Direct 
link accessed via the St Bonaventure 
website (www.stbonaventure.net/
celebrationevents), or by completing a 
reservation form in the church office along 
with cash or check payment. Deadline for 
reservations is Monday, April 23.

No presents please; your presence is gift 
enough. Any questions, contact Angie 
Cherepy (825-0395) or Marie Shockley 
(672-4129)

Weekend of March 10 & 11 Collection
Goal: $26,123

Actual: $32,534
Over: $6,411

Food for Family: 268

 Upcoming Special Collections
March 29 (Holy Thursday): Loaves & Fishes
March 30 (Good Friday): Holy Land
April 1: Easter

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer)  
included in above figures

DEAR PARISHIONERS,

This weekend, we have the joy to welcome the Rector 
of Oakland Cathedral, Fr. Jay Matthews, who is the 
homilist at all English Masses. He is here, at our 
invitation, to preach the Parish Mission. May I invite you 
to attend the Parish Mission talks from March 12 to 14 either at 10 a.m.  
or 7 p.m. 

This is the fourth Sunday of Lent and it is called Lætare (Rejoice) Sunday, 
from the first words of today’s liturgy. The central theme of today’s 
readings is that our salvation is the free gift of a merciful God, given to 
us sinners through Jesus, His Son.  The readings stress God’s mercy and 
compassion and remind us of the great love, kindness and grace extended 
to us in Christ. 

In the first reading, taken from the Second Book of Chronicles, we learn the 
compassion and patience of God.  God allowed Cyrus the Great, a pagan 
conqueror, to become the instrument of His mercy and salvation to His 
chosen people who were in exile in Babylon.  

In the second reading, Paul tells us that God is so rich in mercy that He has 
granted us eternal salvation and eternal life as a free gift through Christ 
Jesus.  

Today’s Gospel has a parallel theme, but on a much higher level.  Jesus, 
the Son of God, became the agent of God’s salvation, not just for one 
sinful nation but for the sinfulness of the whole world.  Through John 3:16, 
the Gospel teaches us that God expressed His love, mercy and compassion 
for us by giving His only son for our salvation. 

We need to love the cross, the symbol of God’s forgiving and merciful 
love. As a forceful reminder, not only of God’s love and mercy, but also of 
the price of our salvation, the crucifix invites us to more than generosity 
and compassion.  It inspires us to remove the suffering of other people’s 
misery.  It encourages us not only to feel deep sorrow for another’s 
suffering but also to try our best to remove that suffering.  Hence, let us 
love the cross, wear its image and carry our own daily cross with joy, 
while helping other to carry their heavier crosses. 

We need to reciprocate God’s love by loving others. God’s love is 
unconditional, universal, forgiving and merciful.  Let us try to make 
an earnest attempt to include these qualities in sharing our love with 
others during Lent.  

Fr. Mat 
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MARCH 11 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
“But they mocked the messengers of God, despised his warnings, and 
scoffed at his prophets…” 2 Chr 36: 14-16, 19-23

The Lord God had sent messengers to convert the people, but to no avail.

Jesus had spoken of this in the Gospels. The Father had sent prophets to 
convert the people, to have them return to him. These were mocked, and 
even put to death. What would it take to turn these people from their 
ways? God doesn’t give up and sends his son, Jesus, but even he will face 
mockery, betrayal, and in the end will suffer terribly. What will it take for 
us to reform our ways on a personal level and as a nation?

MARCH 12 MONDAY
“Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jn 4: 43-54

The royal official believes even before Jesus heals his son.

The royal official believes that Jesus will heal his son. This is a sure sign 
of faith when someone believes even before the miracle happens. Jesus 
heals without being present next to the son. The moment he says that 
official’s son will live, the miracle happens at that instant. Such firm faith. 
May we have such faith in the trials that life presents us.

MARCH 13 TUESDAY 
“…for wherever this water comes the sea shall be made fresh.”  
Ez 47: 1-9, 12

This water shall refresh and make things new.

This lovely passage of flowing waters and abundant fruit conjures 
images of life and abundance. This can be likened to our faith. Jesus is 
the living water and when this living water reaches each one of us, our 
faith is refreshed, renewed. When this happens we can continue the 
“flow” by reaching out to others in our faith. In so doing, the refreshing 
waters flow on and on and we renew the world. How wonderful, 
especially in these times!

MARCH 14 WEDNESDAY
“…I do not seek my own will but the will of the one who sent me.”  
Jn 5: 17-30

Jesus will truly bring to fruition his Father’s will.

The Jews are outraged that Jesus has just broken the Sabbath by 
performing a miracle and referring to God as his father. He answers that 
whatever activity that a son does is modeled on the father, so he does 
only what his father wills. He is dependent on his father. The day will 
come soon when he will indeed prove that he is doing the Father’s will. 
He will endure humiliation, and terrible suffering. Whose will are we 
following? Our will or that of the Father?

MARCH 15 THURSDAY
 For the Lord comforts his people and shows mercy to his afflicted.”  
Is 49: 8-15

The Lord God is a just but tender God.

This passage speaks of the liberation and restoration of Zion. It will be 
through Jesus that God the Father will liberate the prisoners, heal the 
sick. The downtrodden will find new meaning in life. As we have seen 
earlier, Jesus and the Father are one. By doing the Father’s will, the time 
will come when he will drink the bitter cup of the passion and death. 
But through this bitter cup, not only is Zion liberated, but so are we, the 
Father’s children, brothers and sisters in Jesus.

MARCH 16 FRIDAY
“Let us beset the just one, because he is obnoxious to us;”  
Wis 2: 1a, 12-22

Is this a prophecy?

These verses from the Book of Wisdom could be a prophecy of what is to 
happen to Jesus. Jesus healed, but he also tried to make those who were 
full of pride see the error of their ways. Because of this, many turned 
against him. Jesus had become obnoxious to them and he would pay for 
it. Does Jesus become too much for us, too? Is what he teaches more than 
we can handle sometimes? 

MARCH 17 SATURDAY
“Then each went to his own house, while Jesus went to the Mount of 
Olives.” Jn 7: 40-53

Jesus seeks time alone.

Jesus needed to have time alone. He needed to get away and refresh 
himself with prayer, that holy communication between him and his 
Father. Between teaching those who believed in him, yet were still 
perplexed at his words, and those who scoffed at him, Jesus felt the need 
to be refreshed, restored. We, too, need moments of quiet to replenish 
our spirit. What better way than to sit still and be in holy communication 
with the Father.

LENTEN REFLECTIONS
Thank you to parishioner Mary Franceschini for writing our Lenten Reflections this year. Every 
week, the reflections for the upcoming week will be found on page 3 of the bulletin. You can also 
sign up to receive the reflections every morning in your email. Go to the parish website: www.
stbonaventure.net and sign up through the link on the front page.

Parish Highlights and Upcoming Events 
on the Back Cover
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LITURGY & PRAYER

FORMATION PROGRAM FOR NEW 
HOSPITAL EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

The Formation program continues with 
two Saturday workshops, March 17 & 24 at 
Queen of All Saints Church, 12:30 to 3:15pm.  
The workshop is for all who participated 
in the recent Orientation Workshops and 
have completed the hospital requirements. 
Contact  Fr. Padraig at pgreene389@gmail. 
com.

FAITH FORMATION  
FOR ADULTS

EXPLORING CATHOLICS

Sometimes important things get away from 
us—things like faith.
Is this you? 

• looking for an opportunity to explore 
your faith? 
• too busy? Not been to church in a 
while? 
• children asking questions about God 
and the church that you’re not sure how 
to answer? 
• unsure how to reconcile your faith and 
your daily life?
• wondering where you fit in the Catholic 
Church?

Awakening Faith may be just right for you. 
Join us for six sessions on basic elements 
of our Catholic faith, with opportunities for 
conversation and sharing. You can learn 
and ask questions…all in a friendly and 
confidential setting with other Catholics. 
St. Bonaventure Catholic Community 
invites you to join us for Awakening Faith, 
Wednesdays, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., April 11 
through May 16. Consider inviting a friend or 
family member to attend with you. There’s 
no cost or obligation. For more information 
or to register, contact Eileen Limberg (925-
672-5800; elimberg@stbonaventure.net) 
Registration by April 9 is appreciated.

SATURDAY, MARCH 10
5:00 St. Bonaventure Community

SUNDAY, MARCH 11
7:30 Patricia Phillips
 Mike Geraghty
 Benedict Camera
 William Emes
9:00 Yvonne Jones
 Joey Mangini
 Carolyn Cugia
 Gerald Gurllas
11:00 Gloria Ann Thorsen
 Eufrosina Panlilio Wilson
 Ed Linder
 June Dewhurst
5:00 Paz Lloren
 Lily and Celso Gagan
 Ty Nguyen
 Ben & Paz Marquez

MONDAY, MARCH 12
6:30 For priests and seminarians
9:00 Collyer Family
 Price Family
 Carmen Ochoa
 Souls in Purgatory

TUESDAY, MARCH 13
6:30 All Office Volunteers
9:00 Iria Almeida
 Benedict Camera

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
6:30 All the sick & homebound 
9:00 John Walsh
 Matilde Sullivan

THURSDAY, MARCH 15
6:30 Carlos Arturo Rojas
9:00 William M. Jordan
 Charlotte Milcetich-Picallo
 Barney Cross

FRIDAY, MARCH 16
6:30 People suffering from  
  Alzheimer’s Disease
9:00 People struggling with addictions

SATURDAY, MARCH 17
5:00 Dr. Patricio Pongol
 Eliseo Yanga
 Raymonda Rabino
 Joan Gnekow

for the week

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER 

We are in the Lenten time of Prayer, 
Fasting and Alms. What is your prayer life 
like? Would you like to spend a little more 
time with God? Join us on Tuesdays, 4:05-
4:30pm in the Chapel. Just come when you 
can. Call Eileen (672-5800 x2217) if you 
have questions.

PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS

AN INVITATION TO SERVE FROM 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL 

Are you looking for ways to experience 
God? Members of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul invite you to share in their ministry 
of experiencing God in serving people 
living in poverty. We see Christ in the poor 
because Jesus told us “Whatever you do 
to the least of my brothers and sisters you 
do for me.” Join us for an SVdP Information 
Night on Tuesday, March 27 at 6:30pm in 
Classroom A-1. Contact Dan Gabe (925-408-
5964 or dan.gabe@gmail.com) for more 
details. 

MONDAY: IS 65:17-21; PS 30:2, 4-6, 11-13B; JN 4:43-
54
TUESDAY: EZ 47:1-9, 12; PS 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; JN 5:1-16
WEDNESDAY: IS 49:8-15; PS 145:8-9, 13CD-14, 17-18; 
JN 5:17-30
THURSDAY: EX 32:7-14; PS 106:19-23; JN 5:31-47
FRIDAY: WIS 2:1A, 12-22; PS 34:17-21, 23; JN 7:1-2, 10, 
25-30
SATURDAY: JER 11:18-20; PS 7:2-3, 9BC-12; JN 7:40-
53
SUNDAY: JER 31:31-34; PS 51:3-4, 12-15; HEB 5:7-9; JN 
12:20-33; ALTERNATE READINGS (YEAR A): 
EZ 37:12-14; PS 130:1-8; ROM 8:8-11; JN 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 
20-27, 33B-45]

READINGS for  
the WEEK
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PENSAMIENTOS DEL PADRE 
MATHEW VELLANKAL 

QUERIDOS 
FELIGRESES:

Este fin de semana, 
damos con mucha 
alegría la bienvenida 
al rector de la Catedral 
de Oakland el Padre Jay Mattews, quien 
predicará en todas las misas en inglés 
acerca de la Misión Parroquial. Los invito 
a participar en las conversaciones de la 
misión del 12 al 14 de marzo, ya sea a las 

10:00 am o a las 7:00 pm. ¿Pueden venir? 

Este es el cuarto domingo de Cuaresma y 
se llama Laetare (Alégrate) domingo. El 
tema central de las lecturas de hoy nos 
muestran que nuestra salvación es un don 
gratuito de Dios compasivo, que se nos da a 
los pecadores a través de Jesús, su Hijo. Las 
lecturas hacen hincapié en la misericordia 
y la compasión de Dios y nos recuerdan el 
gran amor, la bondad y la gracia extendida 
a nosotros en Cristo.

En la primera lectura, tomada del Segundo 
Libro de las Crónicas, aprendemos 
la compasión y paciencia de Dios. 
Dios permitió que Ciro el Grande, un 
conquistador pagano fuera convertido en el 
instrumento de su misericordia y salvación 
de su pueblo elegido que se encontraban en 
el exilio en Babilonia. 

En la segunda lectura, Pablo nos dice que 
Dios es tan rico en misericordia que El nos 
ha concedido la salvación eterna y la vida 
eterna como un regalo a través de Cristo 
Jesús.

El Evangelio de hoy tiene un tema paralelo, 
pero en un nivel mucho más alto. Jesús, 
el Hijo de Dios se convirtió en el agente de 
salvación de Dios, no sólo para una nación 
pecadora pero por los pecados de todo 
el mundo. En el Evangelio de Juan 3:16, 
nos enseña que Dios expresó su amor, 
misericordia y compasión por nosotros al 
dar a su único Hijo para nuestra salvación.

Inicia el día Jueves Santo: celebramos la 
Institución de la Eucaristía, el sacerdocio y 
el mandamiento del amor; amarnos unos 
a otros como él nos enseñó, lavándoles los 
pies a sus discípulos. 

El Viernes Santos; Este día está centrado 
totalmente en la Cruz del Señor. 
Proclamamos la pasión y la adoración de 
la cruz, recordando el misterio del amor 
de Jesús al dar la vida para la salvación de 
toda la humanidad. Día en que Jesús venció 
la muerte y demostró su amor en la cruz. La 
muerte de Jesús se convierte en la victoria 
destruyendo la muerte. 

Sábado Santo: es un día de silencio propicio 
para reflexionar y orar antes de llegar a la 
Vigilia Pascual que es la noche santa en la 
que la Iglesia celebra la victoria de Jesús 
sobre la muerte. 

Vía Crucis (Durante los viernes de Cuaresma 
8:00pm en la Iglesia) 
Reflexiones sobre la Cuaresma. (Durante 
los Lunes 7:00pm. En el salón B-1)

TRIDUO PASCUAL 
Jueves Santos (iglesia 7:30pm) 
Viernes Santo: vía crucis, santos oficios y 
santo entierro :6:30pm…) 
Sábado Santo: Vigilia Pascual (iglesia 
7:30pm) 
Domingo de Resurrección (santa misa 
12:45pm)

Te esperamos, vive y camina con Jesús esta 
Semana Santa

Necesitamos amar la cruz, el símbolo del 
amor y el perdón misericordioso de Dios. 
Como recordatorio contundente, no sólo 
del amor de Dios y la misericordia, sino 
también del precio de nuestra salvación, 
el crucifijo nos invita a que tengamos mas 
generosidad y compasión. Nos inspira 
para eliminar el sufrimiento de miseria de 
los demás. Nos anima no sólo a sentir un 
profundo dolor por el sufrimiento de otro, 
sino también a hacer todo lo posible para 
eliminar ese sufrimiento.

Por lo tanto, amemos la cruz, llevemos su 
imagen y cada día llevemos nuestra propia 
cruz con alegría, mientras que ayudamos a 
otros a llevar sus cruces más pesadas.

Tenemos que reciprocar el amor de Dios 
amando a los demás. El amor de Dios 
es incondicional, universal, indulgente 
y misericordioso. Durante la Cuaresma 
tratemos de hacer el intento serio de incluir 
estas cualidades de compartir nuestro amor 
con los demás. 

CUARESMA. SEMANA SANTA

Hermanos y hermanas, la Cuaresma es un 
tiempo de conversión que nos prepara para 
la celebración de la Pascua. Es un tiempo 
litúrgico distinguido por el color morado 
que significa luto y penitencia. Es un 
tiempo de reflexión penitencia, conversión 
espiritual para celebrar la Pascua. 

Estamos a las puertas de llegar a la Semana 
Santa, la Semana Grande para unirnos A 
la pasión, muerte y resurrección de Jesús. 
Iniciando el Domingo de Ramos donde 
Jesús hace su entrada triunfal al Jerusalén; 
la gente iba alfombrando el camino con 
sus vestidos: “Bendito el que viene en 
el nombre del Señor, Hosanna el Hijo de 
David”. 

Les invito a vivir esta semana Santa con 
gozo y vivir de cerca el sufrimiento de 
Jesús camino al calvario. Caminemos junto 
a Jesús y meditemos cuanto amor nos ha 
tenido, que nos ha dado la salvación pagan-
do con su sangre. Vivamos intensamente el 
triduo pascual: 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS’ ANNUAL 
ST. PATRICK'S DAY DINNER

You are all invited to "Put on The Green" 
and come join the fun at the "Knights" St. 
Patrick's Day Traditional Corned Beef & 
Cabbage Dinner. Saturday March 17, doors 
open at 6 pm with dinner being served at 
6:30. This is a family event. $20 a person, 
kids 10 and under are free! Don't miss this 
fun evening of great food, Irish music and 
sing-along led by our very own "Irish Band," 
"Vintage." And yes, some nice raffle prizes 
too! See you there!!

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND 
LENTEN SOUP MEAL

March 16 @ 7:00 PM: Stations of the Cross in 
Times of Conflict **

During times of conflict our faith can be 
tested to the full. We share the desolation 
of people torn apart by suffering and 
wonder whether life is really stronger than 
death. Yet, Jesus walked through death to 
new life. We join together to trust in His 
word and look to the future with confidence 
that all shall be well. 

**The Knights of Columbus will host a 
simple Soup dinner on the Fridays in Lent in 
the Large Hall. Dinner will begin at 6:15pm 
and precede the Stations of the Cross. A 
Holy Spirit offering will be accepted.

COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION 
SERVICE: Tuesday, March 20 @ 7:30 PM

We gather together because we are confi-
dent and grateful that God is merciful. Lent 
is the time when the entire Church enters 
into the period of purification and enlight-
enment as we journey along with our elect 
and catechumens who are preparing for 
the Easter Sacraments. You are invited 
and encouraged to join us and receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation as you contin-
ue to seek and prepare for this Lent.

Last Opportunity for Individual Confession: 
Saturday, March 24 @ 3:30 PM

REDISCOVER JESUS BOOK STUDY

Fr. Mathew invites you 
to break open the book 
the parish gifted you 
at Christmas. Come 
and discuss how we 
can “rediscover the 
beautiful possibilities 
God places before us 
daily.” Mondays, March 
19 and 26 in Classroom A2. Come either from 
10:00-11:30am or 7:00-8:30pm. Please call 
the office (or Eileen) to sign up (so we have 
enough seating). Free copies of the book 
are still available if you’ve already given 
your copy away. 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
office: 925-672-5800

Fr. Mathew Vellankal, pastor  ...................... x 2203 
mvellankal@stbonaventure.net

Fr. David Lawrence, sj parochial vicar ...............x 2221 
dlawrence@stbonaventure.net

Fr. Oscar Rojas, parochial vicar  ....................... x 2215 
orojas@stbonaventure.net

Christa L. Fairfield, parish life director ............x 2205 
cfairfield@stbonaventure.net 

William Gall, deacon 
bgall@stbonaventure.net

Antonio Ambriz, deacon 
jose.ambriz1210@gmail.com

LITURGY & MUSIC
Anthony Arteaga, director of liturgy ...............x 2230 
aarteaga@stbonaventure.net

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN

Pre-School through Fifth Grade Program:

Rosann Halick, director  
rhalick@stbonaventure.net .........................2204

Debbie Schnick, administrative asst ..................x 2207 
dschnick@stbonaventure.net

JR HIGH AND YOUTH MINISTRY  
(6TH THROUGH 12TH GRADE)
Youth Ministry:
Jacob Perry, director.....................................x 2229 
jperry@stbonaventure.net

FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS
Eileen Limberg , director of adult faith formation and 
adult initiation .................................................x 2217 
elimberg@stbonaventure.net

FACILITIES and MAINTAINANCE
Frank Palmeri .............................................x 2216 
fpalmeri@stbonaventure.net

HORARIO DE OFICINA
PADRE OSCAR ROJAS

Teléfono (925) 844-9015
Cerrado para almuerzo de 12:30-1:30pm
Lunes a Jueves: 8:30 a.m. -5:30pm
Viernes: 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

PARISH MISSION: ENCOUNTER

In the Gospels Jesus poses the question: 
“Do you still not understand?” (That I 
am the Messiah and Redeemer, I am the 
Bread of Life, I am He who encounters 
you in my Word and my Body and 
Blood…) How do we understand our 
encounter with Christ and the others in 
our midst? Join Fr. Jay Matthews, rector 
of the Cathedral in Oakland, as he leads 
this year’s parish mission. The mission 
will run March 12-13-14. He will share 
his reflections on Encounter from 10:00-
11:30am, with a repeat of these thoughts 
from 7:00-8:30pm.

SANCTUARY LIGHT IS LIT FOR

Ben Camera

MARCH 10 –16 , 2018

RAMON MARTINEZ

Pray for


